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	For Companies: Tips For Excellence: Special Events and Theme Ideas

	 

	Your campaign should reflect the personality of the company and its employees. Campaigns can be fun, yet educational and informative. Even if you only have a shoestring budget, it can still be interesting and memorable for everyone. Here are some successful ideas shared with United Way by other companies. We’d like to share them with you.


Sundae Bar – Make ice cream sundaes and sell them during lunch.

Balloon Pop – Employees donate prizes for this event – a variation of a traditional raffle. Before filling a balloon with helium, put a note inside with the name of a prize. Employees pay $1 to buy a balloon and pop it to find out what prize they’ve won. Buy candy bars or other snacks along with larger prizes

Chocolate Kick-Off – Appeal to the "sweet tooth" when launching your campaign! Create gold paper candy bar wrappers with the United Way logo and "Thanks to you, it's working..." put the wrappers on Hershey Chocolate Bars and distribute at your campaign kick-off.

Drawings – for every $10.00 given, the employees’ names go into a hat for a prize (you determine what it’ll be). The drawing will be held on the last day of your fund raising drive for the United Way. Check with your corporate counsel to determine the company’s legal responsibilities

Octoberfest Fundraiser – Hold your campaign in October.  Utilize one of the other ideas to create your own Octoberfest.  
Chili Cook-Off and Cookie/Cake Bake-Off

Put Yourself in Their Shoes 
Encourage the wearing of crazy/funky shoes the week of the campaign.  Hold a campaign kick-off lunch with foot-long hot dogs, Shoestring taters, Corn chips, SOFT SHOE drinks and SOLE music (Blue Suede Shoes, These Boots Were Made for Walking). To start the campaign and to get across the meaning of the theme, host guest speakers from United Way funded agencies, or have guest speakers from within the company, speakers relate their experiences with United Way and personally ask people to put yourself in my shoes. Keep track of fundraising progress with a poster board designed with a track and moveable (Velcro, magnetic board, etc.) racing shoes that come closer to the finish as the campaign evolves. Hand out thank you's at the end of the campaign, tied with shoelaces

Theme Lunches - Add fun to campaign week by hosting a theme lunch such as 50s, 60s, 70s, or 80s, holiday themes, TV shows, sports, Renaissance, etc. 
Bakery Cart - Wheel a cart of bagels, doughnuts, Danishes, coffee and juice through the office, collecting United Way donations in exchange for the goodies. 
Superhero Luncheon. Include items like hero sandwiches, power bars, Gatorade, Powerade, Wearies, spinach etc. Take photos of employee “Superheroes” with short quotes on why they contribute to United Way. Post prominently or run in employee newsletter or on company Intranet or website. Send “Superhero-grams” to your campaign volunteer team and/or employee contributors.
Campaign Themes
1. Be a Champion for Your Community 
2. Be a Star in Someone’s Life 
3. Be Somebody’s Hero 
4. Caring is Cool 
5. Caring in Our Business 
6. Caring Works Magic 
7. Catch the Caring Spirit 
8. Catch the Spirit 
9. Catch the Winning Spirit 
10.Celebrate the Caring Spirit 
11.Changing Lives The United Way 
12.Community Spirit at Work 
13.Disney Day for United Way 
14.Experience the Joy Together 
15.Fill the Well of Hope 
16.Follow the Sun 
17.For the Kid in Each of Us 
18.Generate a Spirit for Caring 
19.Give From the Heart and Make a Difference 
20.Give Life a Lift 
21.Give Love The United Way 
22.Give Your Way With The United Way 
23.Give Wholeheartedly 
24.Giving Hope 
25.Go For the Gold 
26.Heart to Heart 
27.Help Brighten Tomorrow 
28.Help Build a Better Community 
29.Help the Sun Shine In 
30.Helping Everyone Everyday 
31.I Love Helping, Caring, Giving, Sharing 
32.I’d walk a Mile for the United Way Campaign 
33.Imagine What We Can Do Together 
34.Insure Your Future With United Way 
35.Invest In Your Community 
36.It Only Takes One Be the One 
37.Join the Winning Team 
38.Keep the Miracle Happening 
39.Let the Sun Shine In 
40.Let’s Make the Difference 
41.Lift Someone’s Spirits 
42.Love - Keep it Working 
43.Love is working 
44.The Magic is you 
45.The Magic of Life is Giving 
46.Make a Change for the Better 
47.Make it Happen - Give to United Way 
48.Make Your Life Shine 
49.Making it Happen 
50.Making Your Community a Better Place 
51.Neighbor Helping Neighbor 
52.Orchestrating a Change through United Way 
53.Our Community Needs Us 
54.Our Team Works 
55.Paint a Brighter Tomorrow 
56.Pitch In & Give 
57.Play a Starring Role In Your Community 
58.The Power of Caring, The Power of Love 
59.The Power of Victory, the Power of You 
60.Put Your Heart into it 
61.Reaching New Heights 
62.Reaching the Big Top 
63.SCORE for the United Way Campaign 
64.Set the Spirit Free 
65.Share a Dream, Share Your Love 
66.Share the Sunshine In Your Life 
67.Share with Pride 
68.Shine on the Community 
69.Soar With Us 
70.Take Stock in Our Community 
71.Teaming Up for Tomorrow 
72.Together Our Star Shines Brighter 
73.Touch Someone’s Heart 
74.The United Campaign Challenge 
75.United In Sharing 
76.The United Way is An Uplifting Experience 
77.United We All Win 
78.We’re Up On Our Community Way 
79.We’ve Done a Lot, But There’s Still a Lot to Do 
80.What the World Needs Now 
81.What We Do Today Can Change the Future 
82.Working Wonders Together 
83.You Give Hope 
84.Your Gift Works Magic 
85.Your Kids - My Kids - Our Kids 
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